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Book IT.    litharge; but this is said to have the effect of causing
P**^OD n;  the ink to stick so firmly to the types, that it can with
difficulty be removed,    Old oil does not require this
addition *.

Oil prepared by the process above described, is still
insoluble in alcohol and water, but it unites readily to
more oil. It dries into a tough mass like turpentine,
and afterwards is scarcely susceptible of uniting with oil.
Dr Lewis found that linseed oil, when thus converted
into a thick varnish, lost |-th of its weight; when boiled
till it became quite stiff when cold, it lost nearly 4.
of its weight f- The property which printers ink has
of adhering to moistened paper shows that the oily na-
ture of the body i$ greatly altered. In some respects it
has approached the nature of mucilage., though in others
the difference is very great.

Fat oils. 5. The fat oils, when exposed to the atmosphere,
gradually become thick, opaque, and white, and assume
an appearance very much resembling wax or tallow.
Olive oil, oil of sweet almonds, of rape-seed, and of ben?
belong.to this class*

When oil is poured upon water, so as to form a thin
layer on its surface, and is in that manner exposed to
the atmosphere, these changes are produced much soon-
er. Berthollet, who first examined these phenomena
with attention, ascribed them to the action of light: but
Sennebier observed that no such change was produced
on the oil though ever so long exposed to the light,
provided atmospherical air was excluded; but that it
took place on the admission of oxygen gas, whether the

#. Lewis, Phil. Com. p. 371,                          f Ibid. 373.-